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IHE-Europe Connectathon 2010 in Bordeaux / France
IHE-Europe Connectathon returns to France for its 10th anniversary 

The 10th annual European Connectathon will take place from 12th to 16th April 2010 in Bordeaux, France. The event
is an intensive five-day marathon for testing the connectivity and interoperability of applications for health information systems,
with more than 300 information technology (IT) engineers from 90 companies expected to participate this year.

In parallel with the testing activities, the Connectathon 2010 will offer two full-day conference programs. The first conference
program will cover advances in interoperability from high-level presentations of developments in European national programs
to detailed case studies of regional and hospital projects. For the second conference (in French language), IHE-France and
Interop’Santé will organise a full-day programme aimed at promoting further adoption of IHE profiles and frameworks in
France with hands-on demonstrations and how-to workshops. 

Several other events will occur at the same time: General Assemblies of IHE-Europe and Interop’Santé, innovative event
offered by INRIA, and special event for the celebration of the 10th anniversary of IHE-Europe.

Conference Facility

The IHE-Europe Connectathon will be held at the Cité
Mondiale in Bordeaux, a conference center located in the
heart of the city’s historic Chartrons district along the banks
of the Garonne River. 
For more details go to http://www.citemondiale.com/

This year, a participants’ webinar will take place on 2nd
and 3rd February 2010 and will be an important milestone
in the preparation of the Connectathon for all participants. 
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Benefits of the Project 
An online learning system at Johannes Gutenberg Universitäts 
Mainz is used by over 1,000 medical students to master a 
knowledge of radiology and residents to sharpen diagnostic 
abilities. Built on the picture archiving and communication 
systems (PACS) infrastructure of the university hospital using the 
IHE TCE-based Teaching File Solution, the system is linked with a 
university-wide open source e-learning platform. 
 
The ease-of-use, the regular updating of cases and the presentation 
of a full medical context for each case has won wide adoption and 
contributions from all medical disciplines, including pathologists 
and surgeons. 

Expanded applications for this capability include support of 
clinical trials, research studies or reference data bases for rare 
cases and differential diagnoses.

The Approach
The first step for creating the radiology teaching system was the 
integration of clinical workspace with teaching file database to 
facilitate creation of e-learning content. The next stage of work 
was integration of teaching files with e-learning platform to 
merge functionalities, followed by a period of assessment and 
evaluation of the integrated web application.

At the critical junction between the diverse PACS systems in the 
clinical workspace and the shared resource platform, the vendor 
independent IHE TCE integration profile allowed selected images to be pushed from any PACS while a graphic user interface of the 
TCE Selector facilitated the entry of keywords and information about the selected case. Patient information was masked at this stage 
with a pseudonym, DICOM instances and content were processed, and additional teaching file information could be generated. Project 
managers found the IHE TCE Selector to be “robust, simple, easy to use, set up and configure.”

The final teaching case resides on the Medical Image Resource Center (MIRC), an open-source solution developed by the Radiological 
Society of North America (RSNA), where the teaching file collections could be shared on a cooperative platform. The RSNA lexicon for 
uniform indexing and retrieval of radiology information resources called RadLex was also utilized for the project and has been widely 
accepted. 
Students and residents access the collections on MIRC through the university-wide e-learning platform, called ILIAS where image 
content may be contained within lectures or exams. Teaching files can also be directly accessed for self-study on MIRC, which features 
improved display and viewing functions compared to ILIAS. MIRC has also proven to be easy and convenient for authors to create or 
update content. 

The Challenges 
Despite the increasing digitalization of medical images, 
sophisticated picture archiving and communication systems 
(PACS) do not support the export and creation of teaching files 
for distribution outside of a specific system. 

Key requirements for an e-learning platform included an ability 
to select interesting cases while masking patient identities; 
standardization of categories and key words to enable efficient 
queries and searches; and, a presentation mode in which only the 
images with some necessary clinical information are displayed 
while findings are hidden to simulate diagnosis exercises.
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All prices are in EUR and do not include the VAT. These prices are subject to 21%VAT.

Bordeaux  /  World heritage site (Unesco) 

Surrounded by the green of the vineyards, near the ocean,
the forest and the mountains, Bordeaux rises proudly on
the banks of the Garonne. 

The Port de la Lune unites the heart of the city around its
crescent shape (its shape inspired the Bordeaux coat of
arms). While most of its commercial activity and installations
have been transferred downstream to the estuary (the
largest in Europe), the harbour now attracts a growing
number of cruise liners and pleasure craft.

In turn, the forest gives way to the vineyards and their 4,000
châteaux - with grape vines omnipresent. Bordeaux even has
flourishing vineyards that encroach on the Metropolitan area
itself, where there are still a few prestigious wine-producing
châteaux.

Bordeaux is exemplary thanks to the unity of its urban and
architectural expression. This architecture is classical and
neoclassical and met with nearly no stylistic changes for
over two centuries.
For more information on Bordeaux, go to
http://www.bordeaux-tourisme.com

Hotels 

Prepare your stay by choosing your hotel today: refer to the
list of ranked establishments. Some of them, in cooperation
with the Tourist Office, offer a particularly worthwhile and
advantageous “discovery” package: 
http://www.bordeaux-tourisme.com/pl/hotels.pl?lg=uk

The Social Event is planned on Thursday, April 15th and the
the Connectathon participants will discover some traditional
aspects of the life in Bordeaux.

IHE-Europe is the European organisation of the international IHE organisation. “Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise” (IHE)
is a joint initiative of healthcare professionals and industry to improve the way computer systems in healthcare share
information. IHE promotes the coordinated use of established standards to address specific clinical needs in support of
optimal patient care. Systems developed in accordance with IHE specifications, communicate with another one better, are
easier to implement, and enable care providers to use information more effectively.

H O W  T O  P A R T I C I P A T E

I H E-E U ROPE M E M B E RS:
IHE-Europe National Initiatives: IHE-Austria / IHE-France / IHE-Germany / IHE-Italy / IHE-Netherlands / IHE-Spain / IHE-United Kingdom
IHE-Europe User Members: EAHP / ESR / SFR 
IHE-Europe Vendor Members: Agfa Healthcare / COCIR / ETIAM / GE Healthcare / Siemens AG Healthcare Sector
IHE-Europe Scientific Organisation: INRIA

System 2 900 € 3 000 €

Domain 1 000 € 1 000 €

Make sure IHE-Europe receives payment (or proof of payment) by 31 January 2010! 
IHE-Europe members (year 2010) will receive a refund on their paid Connectathon fee through deduction of their

membership fee invoice. For more information, please contact the Secretariat at coordinator@ihe-europe.netä ä
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About Johannes Gutenberg University

Founded in 1477, Johannes Gutenberg Universitäts 

Mainz is one of Germany’s oldest and largest 

universities with degree programs in more than 

ninety subjects. A research center of the federal 

state of Rhineland-Palatinate, the university is home 

to 35,000 students from more than 130 nations 

with 500 professors and 2,300 academic research 

staff. The University Medical Center is a 1,500-bed 

research and teaching hospital with 50 specialist 

clinics, institutes and departments treating 62,000 

in-patients every year and 210,000 out-patients.  

IHE Integration Profiles, Actors and Transactions Implemented
Integration Profile System/vendor IHE Actor IHE Transaction New or Upgrade
Teaching File and Clinical 
Trial Export (TCE)

Cerner ProVisionPACS Image Manager

ConVis PACS ImageDisplay Store Instances 
Store Export Selection 

Upgrade

TeraRecon Aquaris.net ImageDisplay Store Instances 
Store Export Selection 

Upgrade

MIRC TCE Manager Store Instances 
Store Export Selection
Store Additional Teaching 
File Information 
Export Instances 

Upgrade

GeSIT TCE Selector Store Additional Teaching 
File Information 

New

MIRC TCE Receiver Export Instances Upgrade

A clinician utilizing the system

Medical students at the university working on a radiology teaching case accessed through the online e-learning platform


