IHE Technical Framework Change Proposal

Tracking information:

	IHE Technical Framework Domain
	IT Infrastructure

	Change Proposal Number (assigned by Domain Technical Committee)
	TF-ddd-CP-xxx

	Change Proposal Status:
	Approved

	Date of last update:
	Oct 23, 2006

	Person assigned:
	Laurie Williams


Change Proposal Summary information:

	Socket closing

	Submitter’s Name(s) and e-mail address(es):
	Laurie Williams (laurieaw@us.ibm.com)

	Submission Date:
	3/2/06

	Integration Profile affected:
	PIX/PDQ transactions

	Version of IHE Technical Framework:
	IHE ITI TF: Vol 2 8-25-2005

	Volume(s) and Section(s) affected:
	Volume 2, Appendix C.1: HL7 Implementation Notes

	Rationale for Change:

Clarify the responsibility of the application for managing the network connection for PIX and PDQ transactions.




Replace number 2 in C.1: HL7 Implementation Notes: Network Guidelines by the following:

C.1: HL7 Implementation Notes 
Network Guidelines 

The HL7 2.5 standard does not define a network communications protocol. Beginning with HL7 2.2, the definitions of lower layer protocols were moved to the Implementation Guide, but are not HL7 requirements. The IHE Framework makes these recommendations: 

1. Applications shall use the Minimal Lower Layer Protocol defined in Appendix C of the HL7 Implementation Guide. 

2. An initiating application that wants to send a message (initiate a transaction) will initiate a network connection to start the transaction. The receiver application will respond with an acknowledgement or response to query over the open connection.  The initiating application can initiate a new transaction on the same connection. However, the initiating application must be able to handle cases where the connection has been closed due to possible timeout by the accepting application. For example if the initiating application does not submit a request over the connection in a timely manner, the accepting application has the right to close the connection. When this condition is detected, the initiating application needs to open a new connection for subsequent requests. but will not initiate new transactions on this network connection. 

